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an introduction to social and political theory discussing such topics as freedom citizenship and
rights social justice and equality and constitutionalism and democracy the authors show how
people view these concepts in different ways they also offer solutions for resolving disputes

this book provides an engaging and intellectually challenging introduction to political ideologies
while at the same time giving an accessible route into the subject for those new to politics
supported  by  an  outstanding  companion  website  it  has  strong  claims  to  be  the  best
undergraduate textbook on ideologies on the market dr mike gough university of east anglia
introduction  to  political  theory  is  a  text  for  the  21st  century  it  shows  students  why  an
understanding of theory is crucial to an understanding of issues and events in a rapidly shifting
global political landscape bringing together classic and contemporary political concepts and
ideologies into one book this new text introduces the major approaches to political issues that
have  shaped  the  modern  world  and  the  ideas  that  form  the  currency  of  political  debate
introduction to political theory relates political ideas to political realities through effective use
of examples and cases studies making theory lively contentious and relevant this thoroughly
revised  and  updated  second  edition  contains  new  chapters  on  global  justice  and  political
violence  as  well  as  an  expanded  treatment  of  globalisation  and  the  state  a  wide  range  of
pedagogical  features  helps  to  clarify  extend  and  apply  students  understanding  of  the
fundamental  ideologies  and  concepts  this  is  comprised  of  case  studies  demonstrate  how
political ideas concepts and issues manifest in the real world focus boxes encourage students to
appreciate alternative viewpoints a range of thought provoking photographs challenge students
to examine concepts from a different angle suggestions for further reading and weblinks are
also provided to help students to further their understanding introduction to political theory is
accompanied by an innovative website with multiple choice questions biographies of key figures
in political  theory further case studies and an innovative how to read feature which helps
students get to grips with difficult primary texts

while western modern political thought has been a story of inclusion it has also been one of
continued exclusion and new forms of political oppression and silencing this is why political
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theory is so necessary today political thought is diverse from liberal theories laying out ideal
democratic institutions to critical analyses of postcolonial settler states to conceptual analyses
of  the  nature  of  freedom  there  are  very  different  approaches  topics  and  aims  within  the
tradition of western political theory what binds these diverse forms of thinking together how do
how do they help us to understand political institutions life behaviour and events how do they
help us to make decisions in the complex world of politics this book significantly revised and
reconceptualized introduces you to the modern discipline of political theory in the western
tradition  tackling  its  key  debates  concepts  problems  and  traditions  what  is  the  nature  of
political concepts what problems do they pose to thinkers and political actors how have modern
political thinkers usually approached thinking about politics how has this been problematized in
contemporary debates has modern politics fundamentally ignored economically impoverished
groups women indigenous peoples racialized groups and the natural environment how have
ideas  like  freedom  equality  sovereignty  and  the  state  been  conceptualized  in  the  modern
tradition  what  tensions  has  this  given  rise  to  delving  into  topics  as  diverse  as  maoism
postcolonialism and white supremacy boxed features give you room to explore and expand in
political  theorising focusing on the texts  helps you deal  with difficult  texts  and arguments
tradition  introduces  you  to  major  approaches  to  political  theory  thinker  allows  you  to
understand the contributions of major figures in political thought thinking globally gives insight
into how political theory is adapting to global interconnectedness beyond the west makes you
reflect  on  what  can  be  learnt  from  non  western  approaches  spanning  the  development  of
western political thought from thucydides through to john rawls and beyond with a focus on
modern and contemporary debates this is an essential text for undergraduate and postgraduate
courses on political thought and political philosophy

this exciting new book is the first comprehensive and critical study of the relationship between
the  pragmatist  tradition  and  political  theory  festenstein  develops  his  argument  through  a
detailed and original reading of four key thinkers john dewey richard rorty jurgen habermas and
hilary putnam

political theory an introduction is a pioneering political theory textbook that is a step towards
making students do and evolve an indian political theory that is theory born out of reflection on
and engagement with indian social and political practices it innovatively embeds indian cases
and contexts in the theoretical discussions and involves students in applying theories to current
issues without oversimplifying concepts this textbook uses the conversational context specific
style of a good teacher and recreates the flavour of the classroom inside its covers some of its
special features are an outline for each chapter highlighting its main elements an introductory
section  discussing  the  concept  and  rationale  of  chapter  organization  cross  referencing  of
important terms points for discussion and a detailed reading list

political theory and the displacement of politics originally published in 1993 has been called a
founding text of agonism which treats political contestation not as a regrettably necessary way
to correct political imperfections but as a necessary sometimes joyful feature of democratic life
as bonnie honig writes in the preface to this thirtieth anniversary edition the agonism that
informs this book is democratic it is committed to shared spaces and relational practices in
which diverse groups and individuals set and reset the terms of living together as equals by
rethinking  the  established  relation  between  politics  and  political  theory  honig  argues  that
political theorists of opposing positions often treat political theory less as an exploration of
politics than as a series of devices for its displacement she characterizes kant rawls and sandel
as virtue theorists of politics arguing that they rely on principles of right rationality community
and law to protect their political theories from the conflict and uncertainty of political reality
drawing on nietzsche and arendt as well as machiavelli and derrida honig instead explores an
alternative politics of virtú which treats the disruptions of political order as valued sites of
democratic freedom and individuality

this  volume combines remarkable coverage and distinguished contributors the inclusion of
thematic conceptual and historical chapters will make it a valuable resource for scholars as well
as students professor george klosko department of politics university of virginia this major new
handbook provides a definitive state of the art review to political theory past and present it
offers a complete guide to all the main areas and fields of political and philosophical inquiry
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today by the world s leading theorists the handbook is divided into five parts which together
serve to illustrate the diversity of political theorizing the substantive theories that provide an
over aching analysis of the nature or justification of the state and political life the political
theories that have been either formulated or resurgent in recent years the current state of the
central debates within contemporary political theory the history of western political thought
and  its  interpretations  traditions  in  political  thought  outside  a  western  perspective  the
handbook of political theory marks a benchmark publication at the cutting edge of its field it is
essential  reading for all  students and academics of political  theory and political  philosophy
around the world

andrew vincent here offers a comprehensive synoptic and comparative analysis of the major
conceptions of political theory throughout the twentieth century it challenges established views
of contemporary political theory and provides critical perspectives on the future of the subject

first published in 1987 the key issues concepts and figures relevant to the study of political
science and theory today are covered in this volume and useful suggestions for further reading
are included in political science topics range from the analysis of voting to decision making
philosophical issues from anarchism through human rights to utopianism and the biographies
deal with major thinkers such as arendt burke hobbes marx and rousseau

oxford handbooks of political science are the essential guide to the state of political science
today with engaging contributions from 51 major international scholars the oxford handbook of
political theory provides the key point of reference for anyone working in political theory and
beyond

history of political theory an introduction is an engaging introduction to the main figures in the
history of western political theory and their most important works the first volume traces the
development  of  political  theory  from  the  beginning  in  ancient  greece  through  to  the
reformation

to truly understand the substance and value of any great philosopher s work students must
examine political theory against the backdrop of history the surrounding literature and the
individual theorist s views on human nature and rational motivation in this third edition of his
classic text edward portis provides students with the framework they need to fully appreciate
the original texts they are reading and apply the concepts they are learning fully updated since
the previous edition almost a decade ago portis expands his coverage to include a complete
chapter  on  max  weber  further  portis  strengthens  his  lucid  introductions  to  the  greatest
theorists of western political thought proving them indispensable guides for both the politically
engaged citizen and the practicing social scientist he also provides suggestions updated for this
edition for further reading in political theory

political theory methods and approaches is one of the first books to analyze research methods
in political theory and political philosophy drawing together a distinguished set of contributors
the book asks how political theory should be conducted today and examines the connections
between political theory and a range of adjacent disciplines including moral philosophy the
empirical social sciences the history of political thought the world of real politics critical social
theory and ideology

how do we arrange our collective affairs why do we live together in the ways we do how ought
we to live together all humans think about the world they live in its history and future and the
ideals by which they want to live in relation to others how we think today decisively influences
the world of tomorrow this encyclopedia attempts to bring greater clarity and understanding to
political debate drawing together a team of international scholars the encyclopedia of political
theory examines the ideas of the major political theorists from before plato to our own times
the main schools of political thought the concepts and issues that have captured the imagination
and attention of political theorists and some of the main institutions and practices inspired by
political thought with more than 450 entries these three volumes provide a quick one stop
source to key topics in the field key features examines the global  landscape of all  the key
theories  and  the  theorists  behind  them  includes  specific  lists  of  entries  that  deal  with
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constitutional  thought  and  democratic  thought  refers  to  distinctive  norms  and  features  of
various governments legal systems and societies devotes large parts to the history of ideas
about government ethics and society provides a chronology of political theory to help readers
see how a given theorist school or issue fits into the bigger historical picture key themes ancient
thought applied ethics biographies comparative theory constitutional thought critical theory
democratic thought early modern thought international theory justice liberal theory medieval
thought modern theory power and authority religious thought self and community this work is
designed to serve as a reference source for anyone interested in the roots of contemporary
political theory it will be a welcome addition to any academic or public library

what is political theory provides students with a comprehensive overview of the current state of
the discipline eleven substantive chapters address the most pressing topics in political theory
today including what resources do the classic texts still provide for political theorists what areas
will  political theorists focus on in the future can western political theory alone continue to
provide a framework for responding to the challenges of modern political life the authors assess
the intellectual challenges to conventional political theory such as post structuralism and the
scientific study of politics that have revitalized the field in the last 30 years they also broaden
the perspective to take in non western ideas and to reconceptualize political theory in the light
of  specifically  global  challenges  students  and  teachers  of  political  theory  and  political
philosophy will find this book invaluable in understanding the factors that have shaped current
political theory and which will guide its future development

liberty justice nature law first formulated millennia ago by the founding philosophers of the
western tradition these basic concepts of human thought remain central to our conception of
ourselves our place in the world and our relationships with others that is our politics readers
encountering such broad political concepts their practical expressions in political movements
and systems of government the ideas of influential ancient and modern political thinkers or
simply familiar or unfamiliar catchphrases for which they would like a succinct yet informative
explanation will welcome this accessible encyclopedic guide the major political concepts themes
issues movements groups and schools that have developed over time and shaped our modern
world appear here in  all  their  diversity along with biographical  entries and articles  on the
principal  works of  political  theorists  from plato to john rawls further serious students and
browsers  alike  will  delight  in  the  numerous  entries  on  familiar  quotations  and  political
catchphrases from the banality of evil and big brother to the war of all against all

first published in 1956 political theory explores the historical development of political ideas and
analyses some basic concepts of contemporary political theory including the notions of the state
of sovereignty and the law the book is based on lectures in political theory given by the author g
c field in the universities at which he taught it opens by considering the development of political
ideas  by  providing  an  overview  of  the  ideas  current  at  the  time  of  original  publication  in
comparison to the ideas of earlier ages it then progresses into a more detailed discussion of
specific  political  theories  it  will  appeal  to  those with an interest  in  the history of  political
thought and developments in political theory
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